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Résumé

In order to investigate the spatial behavior of skipjack and yellowfin tuna around an-
chored FADs (AFADs) in the Maldives, skipjack and yellowfin tuna have been tagged with
conventional and acoustic tags. The distance between adjacent AFADs in the array is much
greater in Maldives than in other parts of the world. The conventional tagging study was
a large-scale experiment within the AFAD network ranging from approximately 1◦S of the
equator to 7◦N of the equator around the Maldives. 9688 skipjack and 2646 yellowfin were
tagged around 31 AFADs in this network, with 854 skipjack and 111 yellowfin tuna recap-
tured. For the acoustic tagging study, 8 AFADs were equipped with automated acoustic
receivers for a period of 12 months and acoustic transmitters were implanted into 17 skip-
jack and 21 yellowfin tuna. Residence times and movements between FADs are estimated
using these two data sources. While significant amount of such information exist for denser
AFAD arrays in other regions (e.g. Hawaii), this study provides information on the behavior
of tunas within a more dispersed array of AFADs. As such, it provides insights into the
effect of FAD densities on the behavior of tunas which is important for management.
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